
 
                                                                                      
Eavesdropper  
                                                                           
Retold by S. E. Schlosser 
 
There is an old tale, which claims 

that at midnight, on Christmas Eve, the cattle will kneel in the barn and speak 
with one another. Once,  an old Maryland man decided to test the tale by hiding 
in the barn at midnight to listen. So he climbed a rope to the window in the hayloft. 
He lay down on the rough gray boards, covered himself with hay and waited.  
Around midnight, he saw all the cows in the barn kneel. At first he could not 
make out any words, but then, he heard the cow underneath his hiding place say 
to its neighbor: "I am afraid our poor old master will not live out the year."  
"Oh dear," exclaimed her neighbor. "What a pity."  
The old man was so frightened by the cow's words that he hurried over to the 
window, wanting to get away from the barn as fast as he could. But his sweating 
fingers slipped on the rope and he fell to the ground, broke his neck, and died.  
Since then, the people in Maryland have never eavesdropped on the cattle at 
midnight on Christmas Eve.  
 
Vocabularies: 

1. Barn- A large farm building used for 
storing farm products and sheltering 
livestock.  

2. Hayloft- A loft for storing hay 
3.   Eavesdropped- To listen secretly to 

the private conversation of others. 
 
Let's Talk: 
1.  Do you believe in tales? Why? 
2.  Why did the man eavesdropped on the cattle’s' conversation? 
3.  What did the man see in the barn? 
4.  Why was the man frightened when he heard the conversation? 
5.  How did the man die? 
6.  What have you learned from the story? 
 


